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The priest with the quick, hearty laugh was eager to show the 39,000 A i If to death?
sapling trees he has planted at Techny's Society of the Divine Word in * Are you snoring yoursell to deain
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40-acre grassy plot at Divine Word, the 134-year-old Catholic Adveriising provided by- ARAlifestyle.com

missionary order at 1985 Waukegan Road.

» Click to enlarge image Francis started cultivating mostly

5 hardwoods after convincing the
lllinois Department of Natural
Resources to donate 40,000 trees.
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became a Divine Word member in
1982 and served the order as a
teacher and priest in Bombay, India and the Philippines.

He currently serves as Society of Divine Word Charitable Gift Annuity
program.
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He also works nearly seven days a week with the trees.

"The 40 acres for years was no longer farmed for food, so why not
utilize the land in another way?" he said. "In my opinion, maybe the
trees can be used for timber in 40 or 50 years."
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Yet, harvesting the woody perennials -- oak, ash, pine, walnut, cypress,
red gum, hickory, hackberry, red bud and Kentucky coffee tree -- was
not Francis' main reason for undertaking the project.

"Taking care of the environment is one of our missions here at Techny. =~ BUSINESS
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| believe in the spirituality of nature and God's creation is something to
preserve," said Francis, 50.

On a recent afternoon, the whir of a handheld planting auger and roar

of Francis' blue Ford tractor could be heard across rows and rows of SPORTS
20-inch saplings; a crew of five men helped Francis, and conservation- Loyola Regional final time
minded volunteers from Northbrook and Glenview also tend to the changed
trees.
ENTERTAINMENT
Francis expected to lose "thouands of trees or about 20 percent" to Review: This 'Streetcar’
disease, drought and/or grazing animals, but an underground water tells Blanche's story, and
system should help them survive, he explained, adding fertilizers were it's fantastic
not used.
CURRENTS ﬂ_gl'thSl‘lﬂl‘e
"We tried using deer repellent, but it didn't work," he said. Links: Talk on sex and Universily Mealthsysatem

Evarmatan Honaital Cluntirak Hasgits

healthy choices is hard, Ly ks

The 40-acre tract was surrounded by white clover, yellow dandelion but worth it
and purple creeping Charlie, while shrub hedgerows and mature willow,

maple, white birch and elm trees stood as borders, separating the

remaining 158 acres of undeveloped Techny land.

The stone grotto, Blessed Mother Our Lady of Lourdes, remained at the southern end.

Four very active beehives were placed around the acreage, and deer, coyote, hawks, Canada geese, mallard ducks and redwing blackbirds
were common sightings, similar to a wildlife sanctuary, Francis said.

"Three coyotes follow my tractor because it scares up voles and mice for them to eat. The male coyote is my friend. Hawks fly overhead,
too.

"This is such a blessing to be out here, so peaceful. | never feel tired of working this land," he said.

Apart from the saplings project, new trees have not been planted around the Techny grounds for 15 years, Francis said, adding he will soon
install 25 trees of several varieties.

"It's the cycle of life. Something for future generations to enjoy," he said.

SPECIAL HOME DELIVERY OFFER »

FOWERED B gy PLiiche,

Online Degrees Dont Buy Health Insurance Credit Card Debt Relief - Save 60%
Get Your AA, BA, Masters or PhD at a Until You Compare Free Quotes Online - Get Debt Free in 12/36 Months
Top Online School. Plans From $30 /

Ads by Yahoo!

Northbrook-Star.com: Contact Us | About Us | Advertise With Us | Media Kit
Northbrook Star: Subscribe | Renewals | Customer Service | Online Photo Store | News Archives
Affiliates: YourSeason.com | RogerEbert.com | SearchChicago - Autos | SearchChicago - Homes | Local Area Jobs | Public Record Search | Centerstage
Express Links: Death Notices | TV Listings | Video | Yellow Pages | Buy Photos | Communities | School Report Cards | Eating In | Restaurant Reviews
Partner: BlockShopper.com

(3 BOOKMARE. o G0 47
© Copyright 2010 Sun-Times Media, LLC | Terms of Use e Privacy Policy « Submission Guidlines « About Our Ads

http://www.pioneerlocal.com/northbrook/news/2235586,northbrook-trees-050610-s1.article[5/26/2010 10:23:12 AM]


http://www.pluck.com/
https://register.pioneerlocal.com/clickshare/checkDelivery.do?CSProduct=pp-print&CSCat=new
http://info.yahoo.com/services/us/yahoo/ads/details.html
http://www.pioneerlocal.com/northbrook/aboutus/index.html
http://www.pioneerlocal.com/northbrook/aboutus/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/advertising/mediakit/pioneer.html
http://www.suntimes.com/advertising/mediakit/pioneer.html
https://register.pioneerlocal.com/clickshare/checkDelivery.do?CSProduct=ns-print&CSCat=new
https://register.pioneerlocal.com/clickshare/checkDelivery.do?CSProduct=ns-print&CSCat=renew
mailto:circulation@pioneerlocal.com
http://pioneerlocal.mycapture.com/
http://www.newslibrary.com/sites/pghb/
http://yourseason.suntimes.com/
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/
http://searchchicago.suntimes.com/autos
http://searchchicago.suntimes.com/homes
http://www.pioneerlocal.com/northbrook/monster
http://consumer.public-record.com/suntimes
http://centerstagechicago.com/
http://legacy.pioneerlocal.com/obituaries/PioneerLocal/
javascript:;
http://www.suntimes.com/yellowpages/index.html
http://pioneerlocal.mycapture.com/mycapture/index.asp
http://communities.pioneerlocal.com/
http://www.suntimes.com/pcds/cgi/schools.cgi
http://suntimes.grubhub.com/
http://www.suntimes.com/entertainment/dining/index.html
http://chicago.blockshopper.com/

http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php
http://www.suntimes.com/aboutus/terms.stng
http://www.suntimes.com/aboutus/privacy.stng
http://www.suntimes.com/aboutus/submissions.stng
http://www.suntimes.com/aboutus/privacy.static#yahoo
http://bs.serving-sys.com/BurstingPipe/BannerRedirect.asp?FlightID=1310827&Page=www.pioneerlocal.com&PluID=0&EyeblasterID=2428113&Pos=40324474387026574&ord=[timestamp]
http://www.pioneerlocal.com/northbrook/business/2304316,gv-sprouts-recalled-052210-s1.article
http://www.pioneerlocal.com/northbrook/business/2304316,gv-sprouts-recalled-052210-s1.article
http://www.pioneerlocal.com/northbrook/business/2304316,gv-sprouts-recalled-052210-s1.article
http://www.pioneerlocal.com/northbrook/sports/index.html
http://www.pioneerlocal.com/northbrook/sports/2320382,gl-loyola-softball-gametime-052610.article
http://www.pioneerlocal.com/northbrook/sports/2320382,gl-loyola-softball-gametime-052610.article
http://www.pioneerlocal.com/northbrook/entertainment/index.html
http://www.pioneerlocal.com/northbrook/entertainment/2285426,entertainment-north-streetcar-052010-s1.article
http://www.pioneerlocal.com/northbrook/entertainment/2285426,entertainment-north-streetcar-052010-s1.article
http://www.pioneerlocal.com/northbrook/entertainment/2285426,entertainment-north-streetcar-052010-s1.article
http://www.pioneerlocal.com/northbrook/lifestyles/currents/index.html
http://www.pioneerlocal.com/northbrook/lifestyles/2316512,winnetka-linkscol-052510-s1.article
http://www.pioneerlocal.com/northbrook/lifestyles/2316512,winnetka-linkscol-052510-s1.article
http://www.pioneerlocal.com/northbrook/lifestyles/2316512,winnetka-linkscol-052510-s1.article

	pioneerlocal.com
	Divine Word priest brings forest back :: News :: PIONEER PRESS :: Northbrook Star


	JlZXMtMDUwNjEwLXMxLmFydGljbGUA: 
	form1: 
	url: []
	input3: 


	JlZXMtMDUwNjEwLXMxLmFydGljbGUA: 
	sitesearch: 
	query: 
	input10: 
	pub: pp




