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FROM
DUTCH O.P. TO POLISH
SVD.

Once upon a time, but
not so very long ago —
namely in the first half
of the 20th century — the
Dutch Dominican priests
(O.P) were in charge not
only of the Saint Martin of
Tours Catholic parish in
Philipsburg, but also of the
St. Martin de Tours church
in Marigot. For 40 years,
from 1912 till 1951, the
Dutch Dominicans served
our whole island, be it one
of two different dioceses,
the one of Willemstad in
Curacao and the one of
Basse Terre in Guadeloupe.
One of those priests,
Humbertus Smit, was even
dubbed “the super-pastor”
because for the period of
almost a year, he was parish
priest in Great Bay  (as
Philipsburg was then called)
and in Marigot at the same
time. Some other pastors
at that time included
Willibrord van Teefelen,
who stayed in Marigot for 15
years; Michael Holterman,
who became bishop of
Willemstad in later years;
and the much-loved Bruno
Boradori, who worked
eight years in Marigot, six
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afterwards a few years in St.
Barths, and finally in Saba
where he suddenly died at
the age of 59 during a Lenten
service.

French say, “L'histoire se
repete” This year, only a few
years more than a century
after the Dutch Dominicans
came to the French side, the
Polish Missionaries of the
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